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Feb. 26: President Bush said the US government will lift the trade embargo against Nicaragua,
in effect since 1985. He also called on the contras and the Sandinista National Liberation Front
(FSLN) to practice restraint: "Given the clear mandate for peace and democracy, there is no
reason at all for further military activity from any quarter." Former president Jimmy Carter,
invited to monitor the balloting in the Central American nation, called the process free and fair
and said Ortega had promised to abide by the result. "I think [President Daniel] Ortega can go
out of office in April...with a great deal of satisfaction that he has indeed been instrumental in
letting the people exhibit democracy and freedom in one of its finest ways in this hemisphere."
United Nations Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar welcomed the Nicaraguan elections as
a "victory for democracy." He said, "It is a great thing for Central America and all Latin America
and the whole hemisphere, and European countries." Perez de Cuellar emphasized he was not
expressing support for the outcome of the election and said he had remained neutral in Violeta
Barrios de Chamorro's contest with Ortega. Officials of the National Opposition Unity (UNO)
said they will seek contra demobilization, integrating them into Nicaraguan life. They said they
hope to provide the former contras with jobs or economic assistance. Journalists reported that
calm and quiet prevailed in Managua on Monday. Late Monday night, however, FSLN supporters
clashed with a group of UNO supporters near the baseball stadium. An AFP photographer said
about 20 police intervened in an attempt to break up the fight. In statements to reporters, vice
president-elect Virgilio Godoy said the new government's first priority will be "demilitarizing"
the country. He said that although the coalition will not practice "revanchism," Interior Minister
Tomas Borge and Defense Minister Humberto Ortega "will have to seek other positions." Alfonso
Robelo, former member of the contra directorate, and current UNO leader, said that UNO "has
nothing to negotiate with the losers." Next, regarding the contras camped in Honduras, Robelo
said, "The armed resistance has no reason for being. They are probably going to be integrated into
Nicaragua, as part of internal reconciliation." Feb. 27: The Boston Globe reported that for most of
her life, 60-year-old Barrios de Chamorro was "an unassuming housewife without notable political
savvy or experience." Daughter of a wealthy rancher in the southern town of Rivas near the Costa
Rican border, she led a life of privilege, frequenting high society parties and flirting with young
aristocrats. The young Dona Violeta was not interested in politics, nor did she consider politics
terribly important. Her life of relative obscurity ended on Jan. 10, 1978, when her husband was
gunned down on his way to work. Most Nicaraguans believe he was killed by Somoza gunmen.
Chamorro was one of the five original members of the ruling Sandinista junta after the rebels seized
power on July 19, 1979. She quit the junta nine months later. At a press conference in Washington,
Ralph Fine, president of Hemispheric Initiatives, said that the elections should herald in a new
era of US policy toward Nicaragua, beginning with the removal of the economic blockade, and
contra demobilization. He added that the Bush administration would be well-advised to support the
national reconciliation process "without interfering in it." Hemispheric Initiatives, an independent
research group, sponsored opinion polls which predicted an FSLN win. Fine said that US should
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provide "generous economic assistance" to Nicaragua, corresponding to the country's needs and
to the "long period of intense involvement" in its history. For the first time in this century, he
added, the US government should adopt a position of "absolute neutrality" toward Nicaragua.
Robert Warren, executive director of Hemispheric Initiatives, said that given the capability of the
international community in investing "enormous" resources in monitoring the Nicaraguan elections,
it should also be capable of assisting that country's economic reconstruction. In an interview with
ABC, Sen. Christopher Dodd (D-CT) suggested that the incoming administration include FSLN
members in the new government. President-elect Barrios de Chamorro, said Dodd, could form a
government that brings together all sectors of the country, including "I would hope" competent
and capable Sandinistas. According to the senator, some FSLN members are excellent workers
and administrators. "If [Barrios de Chamorro] includes them and there is reconciliation" vis- avis the make-up of the new government, he added, the impact of UNO's dismantlement will be
reduced. In an editorial, Barricada (FSLN party newspaper) said that the Front had established the
"irreversible character of the democratic process within the revolution... We have lost the vote, but
not the revolution." Barricada warned that respect for democratic fair play, the constitution and
national independence were all indispensable "to generate a climate of true national reconciliation."
The newspaper noted that about 500,000 Nicaraguans voted for the Sandinistas and said the front
was determined to defend "the gains of the revolution." Former member of the contra political
directorate, and current major adviser to Barrios de Chamorro, Alfredo Cesar told reporters that
Nicaragua needs $300 million or $400 million from the US to reactivate the Nicaraguan economy.
In addition, Managua will need between $100 and $150 million in aid per year for the foreseeable
future. The Nicaraguan government has pointed out that the US- financed and -directed war has
cost Nicaragua more than $17 billion in damages. At a rally in Non-Aligned Square, President
Ortega said the opposition victory did not spell an end to the Sandinista revolution. Among
Sandinista gains to be defended, he said, were the integrity and professionalism of the army and the
Interior Ministry, and "nationalization of Nicaraguan banks, natural resources and external trade."
The rally followed a meeting of the FSLN directorate, and about 1,500 party leaders. Ortega said
the party would relinquish power, but would defend the gains of the revolution. "The Sandinista
National Liberation Front demands the immediate demobilization and disarming of the contras
so there can be a peaceful transition," he read from a statement by the party leadership. During a
break in an FSLN party meeting, a military commander, Rafael Solis, said the Sandinistas would not
give up control of the armed forces and police unless the contras were disbanded. Of the contras,
he said: "They have to come back without arms. This is a necessity in Nicaragua. We need this
in order to continue discussions about our army." Solis stated that "if UNO decides to privatize
the banking system it could be an irresponsible act that starts a war." Honduran President Rafael
Leonardo Callejas said the thousands of contras based near the Nicaraguan border must leave
Honduras as soon as possible. "I don't want to force circumstances in Nicaragua, which is now
going through a period of political transition following a victory by the opposition at the polls, but
these rebels should not continue to stay in our territory," he told a news conference. "Now, with the
electoral defeat of the Sandinistas, there are better democratic guarantees in Nicaragua for the quick
repatriation of those who have taken up arms," Callejas said. In Tegucigalpa, contra leader Israel
Galeano told AP: "We will return to Nicaragua when the Sandinistas abandon power. I believe this
will be very soon, once Mrs. Chamorro consolidates herself in the presidency of my country...We
are a cancer that no one wants. That is why we should act with caution before those events taking
place in Nicaragua In Moscow, Foreign Ministry deputy chief for Latin America, Ion Bourliai, said:
"The Soviet Union has more than once expressed its willingness to respect the results of just and
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 2 of 3

LADB Article Id: 071132
ISSN: 1089-1560

free elections in Nicaragua. Today, we are confirming this position." Bourliai told a news conference
the Soviet Union would continue to give non-military aid to Nicaragua if the new government
wants it, and also was prepared to negotiate future trade and military cooperation. "The two sides
have concrete obligations...The Soviet Union is prepared to meet its obligations if the Nicaraguan
side will follow suit. We are ready to discuss with the Nicaraguan government the question of
cooperation in the military field if necessary." The official said that after military supplies were cut
off after 1988, Nicaragua was still receiving over $324 million in goods from the USSR. An additional
25 tons of wheat and rice are given to Nicaragua annually, he said. The West German government
announced resumption of economic aid to Nicaragua once the UNO government is installed. [Basic
data from several reports by Notimex, AP, AFP, UPI, DPA, 02/26-27/90; Radio Impacto (Costa Rica),
02/27/90]

-- End --
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